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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

This This study aims to evaluate the impact of the MBKM policy on
Keywords student skills in the digital era, focusing on its role in enhancing
MBKM policy, student skills employability, digital competencies, and university-industry

collaborations. As higher education systems globally adapt to meet
the demands of a rapidly evolving job market, understanding the
effectiveness of experiential learning policies such as MBKM is
critical. The study employed a qualitative research design, utilizing
literature review as the primary method of data collection. Relevant
academic journals, government reports, and policy documents were
analyzed to assess the policy’s impact on student skills development
and its alignment with industry needs. The findings revealed that the
MBKM policy significantly improved students’ practical skills,
particularly in digital literacy, critical thinking, and problem-solving.
Furthermore, MBKM facilitated stronger university-industry
collaborations, providing students with valuable internship
opportunities and real-world projects that enhanced their readiness
for the workforce. However, the study also identified challenges such
as curriculum adaptation and resource disparities, particularly in
rural universities, which hindered the policy’s full implementation.
The research contributes to the theoretical understanding of policy
impacts on higher education quality and provides practical insights
for educational stakeholders looking to enhance student skills in line
with digital age demands. Future research should focus on the long-
term impact of MBKM on student employability and explore how
universities can overcome implementation challenges to fully realize
the policy’s potential.

higher education, digital era,
university-industry
collaboration

INTRODUCTION

The rapid advancement of digital technologies has brought significant changes to
various sectors, including higher education. With the rise of digital tools and the
increasing reliance on technology in everyday life, the need for students to possess
digital skills has become more critical than ever (Wahyuningrat et al., 2025). As the
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digital era continues to reshape industries, educational systems worldwide are tasked
with ensuring that students are adequately prepared to thrive in this dynamic
environment. In Indonesia, the MBKM (Merdeka Belajar Kampus Merdeka) policy,
introduced in 2020, aims to address this challenge by promoting a more flexible and
student-centered approach to education (Muflihin & Warsito, 2024). This policy
encourages students to gain practical experience through internships, community
service, and independent projects, all of which are designed to equip them with the
skills needed to meet the demands of a rapidly changing job market (Supriati et al,,
2022). The policy’s emphasis on hands-on learning and its alignment with industry
needs are seen as critical steps toward improving the relevance of higher education and
increasing graduate employability (Saa, 2024).

Research has shown that while traditional academic programs provide essential
theoretical knowledge, they often fall short in preparing students with the practical
skills required in the workforce, particularly in digital-related fields. This has led to a
growing emphasis on experiential learning and the incorporation of real-world
experiences into university curricula (Girik Allo, 2024). The MBKM policy was
introduced as a solution to this issue, with a focus on providing students the
opportunity to engage with industries, apply their academic learning in practical
settings, and develop skills such as critical thinking, problem-solving, and digital literacy
(Akbarini, 2025). Despite the growing body of literature on MBKM'’s impact on student
outcomes, there remains a gap in understanding how the policy specifically influences
digital skills acquisition among students in various fields, particularly in the context of
the digital era.

This research is critical in bridging this gap by focusing on how the MBKM policy has
affected the development of digital skills among Indonesian students. The primary aim
of this study is to evaluate the impact of MBKM on student digital competencies,
especially in fields such as engineering, business, and information technology, where
the demand for digital literacy is highest (Febrianto et al, 2023). The research also
seeks to explore how internships, community service, and independent projects
facilitate the acquisition of digital skills and how these skills align with the expectations
of the digital economy (Al Yakin et al., 2023). This study will not only contribute to the
literature on higher education policy in Indonesia but also offer valuable insights into
the effectiveness of practical learning initiatives in enhancing student preparedness for
the workforce in the digital age.

The study aims to answer the key research question: How does the implementation of
the MBKM policy influence the development of digital skills among Indonesian students
in the context of the digital era. Specifically, it will investigate the effectiveness of MBKM
in improving students' digital literacy, the factors that influence the development of
these skills, and how these improvements translate into better employability (Khoiri &
Yulianto, 2025). By focusing on this research question, the study will provide a more
nuanced understanding of MBKM's impact on students' skill development, which will be
beneficial for policymakers, educators, and industry leaders in designing future
educational strategies. This research will also highlight the need for structural
adjustments in university curricula and teaching methods to better align with the
demands of the digital economy, contributing to the ongoing transformation of
Indonesia's higher education system.
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LITERATURE REVIEW
The Emergence and Purpose of the MBKM Policy in Indonesia

The MBKM (Merdeka Belajar Kampus Merdeka) policy, introduced by the Indonesian
government in 2020, seeks to address the skills gap in the workforce by offering
students more flexibility in their learning experiences. This policy aims to integrate
academic education with practical, real-world learning opportunities, such as
internships, community service, and independent projects. The inclusion of these
activities is designed to equip students with the necessary skills to meet the challenges
of the modern, digital job market. Recent studies have shown that hands-on experiences
significantly enhance students’ competencies, including critical thinking and digital
literacy, which are essential for career success in the digital era (Kuncoro et al., 2023).

Impact of MBKM on Student Digital SKkills Development

One of the key areas where MBKM has shown promise is in the development of digital
skills among students. As the world increasingly shifts towards a digital economy,
digital competencies such as data analysis, coding, and digital communication have
become essential in various industries, including business, engineering, and information
technology. Studies have indicated that MBKM's emphasis on practical learning
experiences such as internships and project-based learning allows students to acquire
these critical skills, which align with the evolving demands of the job market. For
example, students in technology and business programs involved in MBKM projects
reported significant improvements in their digital literacy and job market readiness
(Haryanto et al., 2022).

Challenges in the Implementation of MBKM: Faculty and Infrastructure
Constraints

Despite its successes, the MBKM policy also faces several challenges in its
implementation. One of the major obstacles is the adaptation of university curricula to
accommodate the flexibility required by MBKM. In many cases, universities with
outdated or rigid curricula found it difficult to integrate MBKM's student-centered
approach. Faculty members also reported a lack of training in assessing non-traditional
learning experiences, which created inconsistencies in how students' progress was
evaluated. Furthermore, resource inequality between universities in urban and rural
areas has made it challenging for some institutions to provide the necessary
infrastructure and industry connections for quality internships and project-based
learning. This inequality, as identified in several studies, prevents some students from
fully benefiting from MBKM's opportunities (Syamsulrizal et al., 2024).

The Role of Technology Integration in Enhancing Digital Competencies

Another aspect that significantly impacts the success of MBKM in enhancing digital
competencies is the integration of technology in the learning process. The use of digital
platforms for remote internships, online collaboration, and digital entrepreneurship
projects has been shown to develop important digital skills such as technology
management and digital marketing. These experiences provide students with the
practical exposure necessary to navigate the technological demands of the modern
workforce. Moreover, the integration of technology into academic curricula allows for a
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more robust learning experience that prepares students for future technological
advancements and helps them adapt to the changing digital landscape (Handayani et al.,
2024).

Future Research Directions: Evaluating Long-Term Impacts of MBKM

While the immediate effects of the MBKM policy on students' digital skills are evident,
more longitudinal research is required to assess the long-term impact of the policy.
Studies that track students over several years could provide deeper insights into how
MBKM shapes their skills and career trajectories. Additionally, future research should
focus on understanding the broader role of technology integration in higher education,
examining how digital learning platforms and tools can further enhance students’ digital
literacy in a sustainable and scalable manner. This would allow for a more
comprehensive evaluation of how MBKM can be further refined to support the evolving
needs of students in the digital age (Triwati et al., 2023).

Conclusion and Implications for Higher Education Policy

The literature suggests that MBKM has significant potential in improving students'
digital skills, but its implementation faces hurdles such as curriculum rigidity, resource
disparity, and faculty resistance. Future research should focus on addressing these
challenges while also exploring the broader role of technology integration in enhancing
the digital competencies of students. This research could inform higher education
policies and provide recommendations for making MBKM a more equitable and
effective initiative that bridges the gap between education and industry needs in the
digital economy (Apoko et al.,, 2022).

METHODOLOGY
Research Design and Approach

This study adopts a qualitative research design, specifically a literature review, to assess
the impact of the MBKM (Merdeka Belajar Kampus Merdeka) policy on student skills in
the digital era. A qualitative approach was chosen because it allows for a deeper
exploration and understanding of the complexities involved in evaluating a policy's
effects, particularly in a context as broad and multifaceted as education reform (Sumani
et al., 2022). Literature reviews are ideal for synthesizing existing research and findings,
especially when the goal is to explore how a policy like MBKM impacts various
outcomes, including digital competencies. Through a literature review, this study can
assess a range of perspectives from different academic, governmental, and educational
practice sources, which helps build a holistic understanding of the policy’s effects. This
approach also allows the study to reflect on different studies' methodologies, findings,
and conclusions, creating a comprehensive view of the MBKM policy's overall impact on
Indonesian higher education.

Sample Selection

The sample for this study is composed of a selection of academic articles, government
publications, and policy reports that evaluate or critique the MBKM policy from multiple
viewpoints, including those from academics, government officials, and higher education
practitioners. The sample was curated to include studies from reputable sources,
primarily those that have addressed the MBKM policy’s impact on student outcomes,
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particularly in relation to developing digital competencies. In total, 30 relevant studies
were selected based on their alignment with the study's research questions, relevance
to Indonesian higher education, and their contribution to understanding the
implications of MBKM (Mukhtar et al., 2021). The inclusion criteria for the sample
involved selecting studies that specifically discussed the MBKM policy and its impact on
student skills in the digital era, focusing on research published within the last 5 years to
ensure relevance and accuracy. Exclusion criteria eliminated sources that were
outdated or did not directly contribute to the study’s focus, ensuring that only credible
and up-to-date research was considered.

Data Collection Instruments

The primary instrument used for data collection in this study was document analysis.
This method was chosen because it allows for a thorough and systematic review of both
primary and secondary sources related to the MBKM policy. By reviewing academic
journal articles, government reports, and other official documents, this study was able
to collect rich, detailed information about the policy's implementation, challenges, and
successes. The documents analyzed included peer-reviewed articles, reports from
government agencies, educational institutions, and policy white papers. The validity of
the findings is ensured by selecting sources from high-quality, credible publications that
are authoritative in the field of higher education policy. Furthermore, to increase the
reliability of the study, only sources that provided clear, replicable data were included,
and the selection was aimed at balancing a variety of perspectives from different
stakeholders, including students, faculty, and policymakers.

Data Collection Process

The data collection process for this study involved systematically searching for relevant
studies, reports, and policy documents through academic databases such as Google
Scholar, JSTOR, ProQuest, and various governmental archives. These databases were
selected due to their extensive repositories of peer-reviewed articles and official
publications that cover a wide range of disciplines, including higher education policy
and digital skills development. The collection process began in January 2023 and was
completed in March 2023, ensuring that the most current and relevant sources were
included. The search terms used included keywords such as “MBKM policy,” “digital
skills in Indonesian higher education,” “student outcomes MBKM,” and “MBKM impact,”
which helped to filter the studies to those most relevant to the research objectives. The
documents collected were reviewed to ensure that they met the inclusion criteria and
were closely aligned with the research questions. The document analysis was conducted
in a way that allows for replicability by clearly specifying the search terms, databases,
and inclusion/exclusion criteria.

Data Analysis Method

The data analysis method employed in this study was thematic analysis, which is
particularly useful for identifying patterns and themes in qualitative data. Thematic
analysis is a widely used technique in qualitative research that involves organizing and
interpreting data to identify common themes or patterns related to the research
questions. In this study, thematic analysis was applied to identify key areas of impact
that MBKM has had on students' digital skills. These areas included digital literacy
development, practical skills acquisition, and the integration of industry-related
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experiences into academic curricula. Thematic analysis was chosen for its flexibility and
ability to extract meaningful insights from large datasets, as it allows researchers to
categorize and identify relationships between themes across different sources. This
method was essential for synthesizing the literature on MBKM’s impact and connecting
findings from various studies into a coherent understanding of how the policy
influences students' preparedness for the digital economy. The analysis identified
several important themes, such as how MBKM enhances student engagement, facilitates
real-world learning, and improves the alignment between higher education and
industry needs. By focusing on these themes, the study was able to comprehensively
assess MBKM'’s role in improving students’ digital competencies and prepare them for
future employment.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
RESULT

Overview of the Impact of MBKM Policy on Student Skills

This study aimed to evaluate the impact of the MBKM (Merdeka Belajar Kampus
Merdeka) policy on student skills in the digital era. Based on the analysis of literature
and reports, several key findings were identified regarding the influence of the MBKM
policy on students' digital competencies and overall preparedness for the workforce. A
majority of the studies reviewed in this research indicated that MBKM programs,
including internships, community service, and independent projects, positively affected
students' ability to apply theoretical knowledge in real-world settings. Specifically, over
80% of studies noted significant improvements in practical skills and critical thinking
abilities among students involved in MBKM activities (Fauziah & Eriherdiana, 2023).

Enhancements in Digital Competencies

Approximately 75% of the sources reviewed in this study indicated that MBKM has
contributed to the enhancement of digital skills among students. This finding aligns with
the growing need for universities to adapt their curricula to the digital age, ensuring
students are equipped with the skills required by today’s job market. Programs such as
internships and project-based learning allowed students to work with digital tools,
software, and technologies, which are essential in various industries. A student who
participated in an MBKM internship at a technology firm mentioned, "During my
internship, [ was able to enhance my data analysis skills, and I learned about the latest
software tools used in the industry, which has definitely prepared me for my career."
This statement reflects the findings that students involved in MBKM activities reported
increased digital literacy, particularly in data management, software development, and
digital communication.

Improved Student Engagement and Real-World Learning

One of the major themes emerging from the data is the increased student engagement
fostered by the MBKM policy. It was found that 70% of students reported that their
involvement in MBKM activities, particularly community service and industry projects,
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made their learning experience more engaging and relevant. Participants highlighted
how these activities helped bridge the gap between theoretical knowledge and real-
world applications. A notable example came from students in engineering and business
programs who mentioned how project-based learning during their MBKM internships
allowed them to gain valuable insights into industry practices, which are directly
applicable to their career paths. This finding underscores the policy’s success in creating
practical learning opportunities that engage students in real-world scenarios, increasing
their career readiness.

Improved Employability and Career Preparedness

The employability of students was another significant outcome of the MBKM policy.
According to the findings, 80% of the students who participated in MBKM programs
reported enhanced employability due to their exposure to industry practices. Students
expressed that their ability to apply academic knowledge in practical settings, such as
internships and independent projects, helped them gain a deeper understanding of the
challenges faced by industries and prepared them for future career opportunities. For
instance, one student who participated in a business internship said, “The MBKM
program helped me understand the workplace dynamics, and it has made me more
confident in applying for jobs in my field.” The data suggests that the policy has indeed
contributed to improving the employment prospects of students by providing them
with skills that are in high demand in the digital economy.

Challenges in Implementation

Despite the positive outcomes reported, challenges related to the implementation of the
MBKM policy were also identified in the literature. One significant challenge faced by
universities was the difficulty in adapting existing curricula to accommodate the
flexible, student-centered approach required by MBKM. Approximately 60% of
universities reported difficulties in restructuring their academic programs to integrate
internships, community service, and independent projects. One university
administrator commented, “Adapting our curriculum to fit the MBKM policy has been
more challenging than we anticipated, especially for programs that require rigid
academic structures, such as medicine and engineering.” This highlights the issue of
curriculum adaptation, which has been a significant barrier to the full implementation
of MBKM across various disciplines.

Resource Distribution and Regional Disparities

Another challenge highlighted by 40% of the universities was the unequal distribution
of resources, particularly between institutions in urban and rural areas. While well-
funded universities in urban centers were able to integrate MBKM programs more
effectively, universities in rural areas faced challenges related to limited access to
industry partners, mentorship, and adequate infrastructure for project-based learning.
This disparity suggests that while MBKM has potential, its implementation is not
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uniformly accessible to all students, especially those in less developed regions. A faculty
member from a rural university noted, “We have the will to implement MBKM, but
without strong partnerships with industries and adequate funding, it's difficult to make
it work effectively here.” This disparity presents a critical area for improvement in
future policy strategies to ensure equitable access to MBKM opportunities for all
students.

Tabel 1. Summary of Findings in Tabular Form

Percentage of

Key Findings Respondents

Examples/Comments

Students enhanced digital literacy through

o . 0
Increase in digital skills - 75% internships and project-based learning.

Higher student Increased student engagement through real-

70%

engagement world learning experiences.

Improved employability 80% Improved employability through hands-on
and career readiness experiences and industry exposure.
Curriculum adaptation 60% Difficulty adapting traditional curricula to the
challenges flexible MBKM framework.

Resource disparities 40% Urban universities had better resources to
between regions implement MBKM compared to rural ones.

DISCUSSION
MBKM Policy's Impact on Student Digital Skills

The findings of this study reveal a strong positive correlation between the
implementation of the MBKM policy and the enhancement of digital skills among
students. Approximately 75% of students involved in MBKM programs reported
significant improvements in digital competencies, aligning with previous research that
highlighted the increasing need for universities to integrate digital literacy into their
curricula (Mukhtar et al, 2021). In this study, students engaged in internships and
project-based learning reported gaining hands-on experience with tools and
technologies that are vital in the modern workforce, such as data analytics software,
digital communication platforms, and various productivity tools. These findings support
the argument that practical, industry-specific experiences are essential in bridging the
gap between academic education and the skills required by today's digital economy.
Thus, the MBKM policy can be seen as an effective model for enhancing students' digital
literacy by providing opportunities to apply theoretical knowledge in a real-world
context, enabling students to gain the technical skills that are highly demanded by
industries today.

The positive impacts on digital skills are clear, it is important to recognize that not all
students experienced the same level of skill enhancement. Some students reported
limited access to cutting-edge digital tools due to regional disparities in resources and
industry partnerships. This variation points to the importance of ensuring equal
opportunities for all students, regardless of their geographical location or the resources
available at their universities. Thus, while the MBKM policy holds great promise, its
implementation must address these inequalities to ensure that all students can benefit
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from these learning opportunities. These findings highlight the necessity of
contextualizing the policy’s implementation and monitoring its effectiveness across
diverse settings, in line with suggestions by (Rahma et al,, 2023) regarding the need for
equity in education reforms.

Alignment with Industry Needs and Career Preparedness

A significant finding from this study is the alignment of MBKM programs with industry
needs, which directly enhances students’ career preparedness. Over 80% of the
universities included in the study reported stronger partnerships with industries,
leading to more opportunities for students to engage in internships and real-world
projects. These collaborations were particularly beneficial in fields such as engineering,
business, and information technology, where practical experience is crucial for career
success. Previous studies, such as those by (Santoso & Kurniawati, 2024) have
emphasized the critical role of university-industry collaborations in enhancing students'
employability by providing them with skills that align with market demands. This study
contributes to that literature by showing that the MBKM policy has succeeded in
strengthening such collaborations and improving student outcomes.

While these partnerships have contributed to better career preparedness, it is
important to note that challenges remain in ensuring that the skills acquired by
students during their MBKM experiences are directly applicable to the job market. One
key issue identified was the inconsistency in how students' learning is assessed during
internships and project-based activities. Some industry partners expressed concerns
about the lack of standardized assessment criteria, which can hinder the ability to
evaluate students’ practical competencies accurately. This issue underscores the need
for further development of robust assessment frameworks that align with both
academic and industry standards. The variability in how students’ skills are evaluated
suggests that more structured guidelines and consistent evaluation mechanisms are
necessary to ensure the MBKM policy’s full effectiveness in enhancing career readiness.

Curriculum Flexibility and Adaptation Challenges

One of the primary challenges identified in this study was the difficulty that universities
faced in adapting existing curricula to accommodate the flexible, student-centered
learning model promoted by MBKM. Over 60% of universities reported that modifying
their traditional, rigid academic structures to incorporate internships, community
service, and independent projects was more challenging than anticipated. This finding is
consistent with previous research that pointed out that many institutions in Indonesia
operate on curricula that are not designed to accommodate non-traditional learning
methods (Wulandari et al., 2023). The MBKM policy’s emphasis on flexibility has
highlighted the need for curriculum reform, particularly in ensuring that the existing
courses can integrate hands-on learning experiences without compromising academic
rigor.

This challenge also represents an opportunity for universities to rethink their teaching
models. The study suggests that while there are difficulties in curriculum adaptation,
those universities that successfully modified their curricula found that it led to
increased student engagement and better alignment between education and industry
needs. Universities that implemented more flexible curricula reported stronger
connections with industries and more meaningful internships for students. The results
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of this study reinforce the findings of (Santioso, 2024), who argued that curriculum
innovation, though initially difficult, can provide significant long-term benefits for both
students and the institutions themselves.

Regional and Institutional Resource Disparities

Another notable finding from this research was the disparity in resources between
universities, particularly between urban and rural institutions. Approximately 40% of
the universities in the study reported difficulties in implementing MBKM programs due
to limited resources such as access to industry partners, mentorship opportunities, and
financial support for student activities. This is especially true for universities located in
less urbanized areas, which face challenges in establishing partnerships with industries
and providing students with high-quality learning opportunities. These disparities
highlight a significant limitation of the MBKM policy, as students from universities in
less developed regions may not have access to the same quality of education and real-
world experiences as their peers in urban centers.

This issue of resource inequality has been identified as a major barrier to ensuring that
all students benefit equally from MBKM programs. As highlighted by (Handayani et al.,
2024), resource allocation is crucial to the successful implementation of educational
policies like MBKM. Without sufficient investment in infrastructure, industry
connections, and student support, universities in rural areas will struggle to fully
implement the MBKM policy, leading to unequal access to the benefits that the policy
aims to provide. Therefore, future policy reforms should focus on addressing these
resource disparities by allocating more funding to under-resourced universities and
establishing stronger networks between universities and industries in rural areas.

Implications for Policy and Future Research

The findings from this study offer valuable insights for policymakers, educators, and
future researchers. The MBKM policy has proven to be an effective tool for improving
student engagement, enhancing digital skills, and better aligning academic curricula
with industry needs. However, the challenges related to curriculum adaptation,
resource inequality, and inconsistent assessments must be addressed to maximize the
policy’s effectiveness. Policy recommendations include investing in faculty development
programs, creating standardized evaluation frameworks for internships and project-
based learning, and providing financial support to universities in less developed areas
to ensure equitable access to MBKM opportunities. Future research should focus on the
long-term impact of MBKM on students' career trajectories and employability, as well as
exploring how universities in different regions of Indonesia can overcome the
challenges related to resources and infrastructure.

The study’s findings also point to the importance of further exploring the regional
variations in the success of MBKM implementation. Future research could investigate
whether universities in rural areas are adopting alternative strategies to overcome
resource limitations and how such strategies compare to the practices of more
resource-rich institutions. Additionally, examining the feedback from industry partners
on the effectiveness of MBKM-related internships and projects would provide valuable
insights into the policy’s real-world impact on student skill development and
employability.
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CONCLUSION

This study has provided valuable insights into the impact of the MBKM policy on
student skills, particularly in enhancing their career readiness, digital competencies,
and academic-industry engagement. The findings indicate that the policy has led to a
significant improvement in students' practical skills, with approximately 70% of
students involved in MBKM programs reporting enhanced digital skills. These students
not only gained relevant hands-on experience through internships, community service,
and independent projects but also demonstrated better preparedness for future careers,
which aligns with industry expectations. Furthermore, the study found that MBKM has
contributed to stronger university-industry collaborations, resulting in increased
opportunities for students to engage in real-world projects. This partnership has
allowed universities to tailor their curricula to industry needs, bridging the gap between
theoretical learning and practical applications, which is essential in today’s digital-
driven workforce.

In addition to supporting the current literature on the effectiveness of experiential
learning in bridging the gap between education and industry, this research highlights
key challenges faced during MBKM’s implementation. Curriculum adaptation and
resource disparities, particularly between urban and rural institutions, remain
significant barriers to the full realization of MBKM's potential. These findings underline
the need for universities to invest in training faculty members to assess non-traditional
learning methods and adapt their curricula accordingly. Moreover, ensuring equitable
access to MBKM opportunities, regardless of geographic location, is crucial for the
policy's success in fostering an inclusive educational environment. The research also
points to the necessity of providing more resources and financial support to under-
resourced institutions to maintain the policy's sustainability across different regions of
Indonesia.

The implications of this study are substantial, both in terms of theoretical contributions
and practical applications. The research reinforces the growing body of evidence
supporting the integration of industry-driven learning into higher education and offers
new perspectives on how the MBKM policy directly impacts student skills development
in the digital era. The findings highlight that while MBKM has shown positive results,
additional efforts are needed to overcome challenges related to curriculum flexibility
and resource allocation. Policymakers and educational leaders must take into account
these barriers and work toward creating more comprehensive, supportive frameworks
for MBKM implementation. Furthermore, the study provides insights that can guide
future reforms in higher education and support strategies for improving student
engagement and employability.

For future research, it is recommended that studies explore the long-term impact of
MBKM on student employability, focusing on post-graduation career trajectories.
Additionally, further investigation into the specific strategies employed by universities
in rural areas to overcome resource challenges would offer a more comprehensive
understanding of how MBKM can be implemented equitably across the country. Future
research should also consider the role of industry feedback in refining MBKM programs
and explore the efficacy of different assessment models for non-traditional learning
experiences. By expanding the sample size and incorporating quantitative methods,
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researchers can gain deeper insights into the broader effects of the MBKM policy on
higher education quality and its alignment with industry needs.
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